At the recent workshop of the IUIS Lymphokine Standardization Subcommittee (November 17-18, 1983 , Washington, DC; cochairmen Drs. Dudley Dumonde and Ben Papermaster) it was agreed to develop international reference preparations and, eventually, an international standard of human IL-2. On the basis of a feasibility study conducted in 21 laboratories during 1983, efforts to establish WHOapproved standards of IL-2 have now begun, however, it will require several years and a wider participation for completion. In the interim, a reference reagent of JURKAT IL-2 has been prepared in large quantities and placed in ampuls in 1-ml volumes, to which 1000 units of activity has been assigned. The potency of the IL-2 reference reagent is closely related to that of one of the preparations used in the t983 feasibility study.
The IL-2 reference reagent now available is intended for calibrating in-house laboratory standards of human IL-2 for those wishing to standardize their assays. Investigators may request, at no cost, two vials of 1000 units each per year. The IL-2 is stored at -70°C and will be shipped to requestors by COD air express. The requestor will be expected to arrange for payment of the shipping charges.
The human IL-2 reference reagent can be requested by writing on organization letterhead to: 
